Situation of Children in Residential Care in Bulgaria
Violence in institutions
	 Violence against children:
	2004г.

2181


	2005г.

1429


	2006г.

1742
	2007г.

1593

	Violence at family
	1487

(68,2 %)
	1103
(77,2%)
	1435

(82,4%)
	1296

(81,4%)

	Violence at street
	188

(8,6 %)
	119

(8,3%)
	112

(6,4%)
	91

(5,7%)

	Violence at school
	311

(14,3%)
	114

(8%)
	110

(6,3 %)
	123

(7,7%)

	At public places
	45

(2, 1 %)
	43

(3%)
	69

(4%)
	59

(3,7%)

	At specialised institution
	150

(6,8 %)
	50

(3,5%)
	16

(1%)
	24

(1,5%)


· The data shows that the phenomenon family violence has been officially recognized as such. There is a constant tendency of increase of such cases; 

· Violence against children predominates in the above-mentioned cases; 

· In 2001 the registered cases of violence against children in institutions is about 15% and in 2007 it is 1,5%, which needs to be researched;
· The data about violence in the education institutions reveals a tendency of decrease which contradicts the recent indicators of increase of the violence between school children. 
There is only one research focused on violence in the institutions. It gives information that most of the adults and children /23%/ think that there violence is among children.
The result from research in the institutions /children and professionals’/
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Number of children in institutions

The data comes from the reported cards of the Regional Directorates for Social Assistance, published on the Internet site of the State Agency for Child Protection: www.sacp.government.bg

	YEAR
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	number of children
	15594
	14244
	13687
	12698
	-


Based on the official information for 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 provided by the State Agency for Child Protection:
	YEAR
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	
	
	
	
	
	

	institutional care
	10 284
	9 776
	8 653
	8 019
	7276


Gr 1: Number of children placed at the institutions 2001 – 2007.
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ДДЛРГ – institution from 7 to 18 years old 
ДДМУИ - for disabled children from 7 to 18 
ДМСГД - institution for children from 0 to 3
Общо - total

Summarizing the data for 2001-2007, it is safe to say that a decrease in the number of children in specialized institutions has become a very strong trend. Compared with 2001, the number of children in such institutions has decreased by 4,590 or 36.4%. As of 31/12/07, the total number of children in specialized institutions was 8,019. In comparison with the previous year, the number of such children had decreased by 634 or 7.3%. The portion of children in specialized institutions related to the country’s child population had decreased from 0.78% in 2001 down to 0.67% in 2005 and 0.61% in 2006, whereas, in 2007, the portion of children placed in specialized institutions related to the total child population was 0.58%. According to preliminary data from the National Institute of Statistics, the total size of Bulgaria’s child population as of the end of 2007 was 1,390,843.

Due to the general trend of decreased size of child population, the decreased number of children placed in specialized institutions related to the total size of child population also should be taken into consideration. In other words, the decreased absolute number of children in social care homes is rather due to the drop in the total child population size, so the relational portion of children placed in specialized institutions is still high in comparison with the total child population.  

Number of children in alternative care
	YEAR
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	foster care
	29
	48
	75
	135
	145

	kinship care
	1966
	1755
	1955
	1699
	1740

	adoption


	645
	642
	634
	708
	-


Different types of alternative care
1. Two SOS Children's Village - giving the possibility to bring up and educate about 180 children.
2. Foster families –There are different forms of foster care in Bulgaria: voluntary and professional, short-term and long-term, and substitute. In early 2009, the total number of children in foster care was as many as 220, with the number of foster families being 250. In comparison with 9,000 children in social homes, the figures show that foster care is underdeveloped in this country.
In 2006, upon request of UNICEF and SACP, the Institute of Social Activity and Practice (ISAP) and ACR (Agency for Comparative Reviews) conducted a nation-wide representative survey “Attitudes of the population of the Republic of Bulgaria towards foster care services”
. The survey studied the reasons for small numbers of foster families and the extent to which the situation is caused by the problems associated with the placement procedure (forms of foster care, requirements for applicants, etc.), problems associated with its application (potential of organizations, absence or insufficiency of informational campaigns), or attitudes towards foster care which hamper the development of such services. Apart from citizens, the participants in the survey were professional groups, staff of specialized children’s institutions and child care system, specialists from the non-governmental sector with experience in developing foster care, foster family applicants and approved applicants to become foster families. Our wish was to test a myth about Bulgarians’ ‘popular psychology’ which was widely spread among professionals and policy makers. Based on the ‘popular psychology’, Bulgarians reportedly do not understand the meaning of a short-period care for the child, and do not wish to become foster parents. From this perspective, Bulgarians do not perceive the idea of a child’s education as a service and believe only in adoption as an opportunity to educate a “somebody else’s” child.    

The main conclusions from the survey results commented upon in the context of the current situation prove the following: Оne of the reasons for the underdevelopment of foster care is insufficient awareness of the population, which is still the case today; Among the population, the level of readiness to become a foster parent is very high, which is at contrary to statements of those working in the sphere of child protection.
In June 2009, a major project of UNICEF, ISAP and ISS (International Social Service in Bulgaria) will be launched to establish Agencies for Foster Care to provide a package of services in selection, assessment and education, including concluding of agreements with foster families and providing support for them after placement of the child. One of the goals of the project is to develop a competence-based training program for foster families
3.Kinship care.  The success achieved in this area is in that the number of children placed in family-based care in 2004 excelled for the first time the number of children placed in social homes and this balance still remains. The success is mainly due to the kinship care protection measure, allowing a relative or close family to care for the child. The caretaker receive financial support and the opportunity to use social family assistance community-based services. As of 30/06/08, the total number of children receiving kinship care was 5,713, or 184 higher than in the same period in 2007. The number of children placed in kinship care over the same period was 1,395. Over the same period in 2007, the number of children placed in kinship care was 1,134. Children are placed in kinship care by the court after being referred by the child protection department. In parallel, a CSS provides such services as education, consulting, children’s services, etc. Practical experience shows that this measure should be perceived as a form of foster care, which implies compulsory education, period of adaptation for the child and family, and subsequent support and supervision
Adoption – in terms of procedure and responsibility – was also reformed, which, at the beginning, had lead to prolonged stay of children in infant homes. The number of adopted children over the period in consideration in 2008 was 858 – of them 674 were adopted in Bulgaria, while for 184 children an approval was received for their international adoption. In comparison with the previous year, the number of internationally adopted children more than doubled, with the adoption rate in Bulgaria being 34 children less.  One of the main problems in adoption is the placement of child in residential care for temporary education upon request of parents but such temporary education normally lasts for years. According to the currently applicable regulations, the adoption procedure may be applied if parents or family during a period of six months have not maintained contact with the child placed in residential care, but there are no expressly stated requirements as to the meaning of “contact” or “interest”. Actually, a phone call made within this six-month period is enough for the social home’s staff (who are naturally interested in the child’s stay) to recognize that the parents are interested in the child. This has lead to an absurd situation: the number and duration of stay of children in homes for children aged up to 3 years have increased over the recent years. The NGO and National Children’s Net Alliance in this country insists on introducing a moratorium on placement of infants in social homes and giving priority to the development of foster care for newborns and infants. Actually, there is no such care. According to the approved changes to the Family Code being considered by the parliament, if a family has not provided foster care for a child within a six-month period the child  immediately becomes subject to entering into an adoption register and the adoption procedure may be initiated. 
Placement in new services providing the residential form of care. Recent years have seen the development of a new service – Center for Family-Based Placement providing family-type environments for children aged 8-12 years. The service is underdeveloped since little consideration is still being given to it due to a the policy of reforming the existent institutions
 in which considerable funds are ineffectively invested
Children’s homes for  children from 0 -3 ] 3 -7 and 7 to 18 years / 86 for the country/ from 01.01.2007  are managed from the municipalities. The way of working there is similar to kindergarten or school. 
Community based services 

Services intended for preventing the cases of abandonment of newborns. 
In Bulgaria, the proportion of infants abandoned just after birth is very large. This has caused the need for development of a package of services to prevent such cases, e.g. prevention of unwanted pregnancies, provision of sexual education, instruction on the the serious impacts of institutional care on the young child, provision of consultations for young mothers and families on parenting skills, and placement of young mothers for three months in centers where they can stay together with a child, receive support and intermediation with the family and other institutions, develop parenting skills and learn to

Social services to facilitate the return the child from a social care home to the family.  These services are intended to improve the relationship of the child with the family and facilitate mutual adaptation to living together. The services are provided by teams comprised of social workers and psychologists within the framework of Centers for Social Support (CSS).

 Family assistance services (additional parenting services). Centers for Social Support provide the following services: education and consulting for parents, parent’s schools, development of parent’s potential, classes for expectant and new mothers, classes for new fathers from the gipsy community, and others. The Centers also undertake various forms of parental care: support for children with difficulties in school or at risk for dropping out of the educational system, case management for children in overcoming difficulties, studios for hobby development, etc. The services are provided individually or in groups. Additional parenting services are also provided in Day Care Centers intended for street children, children at increased risk for dropping out of the educational system (mostly children of national minorities who don’t speak Bulgarian, so measures are taken to ensure their school readiness), and children with disabilities. Complexes for Provision of Social Services for Children and Families normally comprise a Center for Social Support, Mother and Child Center, Day Care Center and, in most of the complexes, emergency reception center for child victims of violence. The experience in providing such services, mainly by NGOs, has evolved into developed methods adopted on the state level, which is a step forward in guaranteeing the quality of services in every place where they are provided. Quality control of services and of compliance with child rights are performed by the State Agency for Child Protection. 

· are there any procedures for children to report that they have been abused in the institutions,
Every institution is obliged to have special procedures for children to report that they have been abused. Although the State agency for child protection control the institutions  some of the  institutions do not implemented them in practice and informed children for their rights and procedures of reporting and protections.  
· are there any specific institutions for small children or disabled children).
- Home for medical and social care-/32 for the country/  institution for small children from 0 to 3 /. The institution has medical status and is subordinated to Ministry of health. The living conditions there are good, but the working model is medical. This situation leads to longer stay of children to the institution and lack or non sufficient work with parents.  
 - Home for children and youngster /till 25 years old/ with mental retardation / 26 institutions for the country/– This kind of institutions are managed from the municipalities. The placement of children is done from Child protection department. Children has mental 
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�ISAP “Attitudes of the population of the Republic of Bulgaria towards foster care services” 2006. Total number of respondents - 803, which is in accordance with the study scope initially established by the survey methodology. Of all respondents  48.9% are males and 51.1%  are females. About 78% respondents have a family , 18.1%  are singles including widowed, divorced or actually separated. Full text of the report in Bulgarian and English: � HYPERLINK "http://www.sapibg.org" ��www.sapibg.org�  


� In 2007, the Alliance comprising over 90 NGOs in Bulgaria insisted that the Government would undertake obligations in respect of a program for closing traditional-type social homes during a period of 10 years. This had lead to changes in attitudes and formulations in the Government rather than clear policies in this sphere.     
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